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A GEM ON THE CONNECTICUT COASTLINE 
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Our Exciting 


New Project 


It is rare today 
along the Connecticut 
coastline to find a 
salt water marsh of 
the scope and beauty 
of the Cottrell Marsh 
in Mystic that has not 
been encroached upon 


or deteriorated by development along its 
perimeter. 


The Cottrell Marsh is 35 acres of 
salt water tidal marsh complete in itself 
and crowned with a lovely upland island 
far out on a peninsula. In addition, this 
tract of land includes 15 acres of ecolo- 
gically valuable adjacent woodland. Ac- 
quisition of this 50-acre tract is our 
Connecticut Chapter's present major pro- 
ject. 


(continued on page 2) 


THE COTTRELL MARSH (cont.) 


Located just east of Mystic, 
this salt water marsh has been iso- 
lated from development of Mystic, 
an active coastal town, by the 
railroad (the boundaries of this 
parcel go to the railroad on the 
north side) and from encroachment 
from the water by virtue of the 
shallowness of the cove (soundings 
are one to three feet) which it 
overtooks. Inclusion of the prime 
coastal woodland along the east 
side of this tract further protects 
the marsh and its wildlife. 


Sou N_D 


It is a joy to walk out upon 
this marsh and see the osprey 
soaring above; to see the fish 
swimming in.the clear brooks that 
thread through the marsh; to find 
heron, ducks, marsh life and flora 
of delightful variety. | 


It gives one an even greater 
feeling to know how close this tract 


came to being lost. 


Developers had 


already formulated plans for this 
parcel; maps were made showing the 
marsh "reclaimed" into house lots. 
But through negotiations with the 
owner, The Nature Conservancy exer- 
cised an option on this tract and 
the Connecticut Chapter has until 
December lst before this transaction 
must be closed. 


The purchase price for, this 
prime 50 acres of water front on 
Fishers Island Sound is $60,000. .We 
have been fortunate to have received 


Storia 
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two generous gifts amounting to 


$40,000. ‘We must now 

raise $20,000 as soon as 
possible. Will YOU help? 
Checks should be payable. 
to The Nature Conservancy 
and sent to Mr. Charles 
Clark, Connecticut Chap- 
ter Chairman, 151 Broqkdale 
Road, Stamford, Conn. 06903. 


Dr. William,A. Niering, 
Director of the Connecticut 
Arboretum at’ Connecticut 
College, has termed such. 
beauties as this .marsh as 
"our living mosaics", In- 
deed it is true that far 
beyond our bluffs and 
river harbors, it is the 
sweeping varieties of vege- 
tation blended into a 
marsh expanse that’ gives 
beauty to our Connecticut 
coastline. The Cottrell 
Marsh is -one of the master 
pieces in: our collection 
of coastal mosaics. 


Success in preserving 
this marsh will be assured 
if each of us sends ina 
contribution today. 


190 MORE ACRES PRESERVED 


In tracts from a one-acre 
island to 97 acres of woodland, 
The Nature Conservancy in Connec- 
ticut has in seven projects de- 
dicated more than 190 acres. to 
be preserved in their natural 
condition for scientific, educa- 
tional and aesthetic purposes. 
So summarized Charles A. Clark, 
Chairman of our Connecticut 
Chapter at the Chapter's Annual 
Meeting on October 19th at the 
Bartlett Arboretum. He also 
pointed out this land is valued 
at a half-million dollars or . 
150 times the Chapter expenses 
incurred in preserving these in- 
teresting tracts. 


Describing the Chapter work 
in three parts, Mr. Clark gave 
brief descriptions of these past 
projects; gave a hint into future 
projects developing; and described 
in detail our largest present 
project - the preservation of the 
Cottrell Marsh (see page-1). He 
stressed the value and beauty of 
this marsh and hoped that the 
Chapter would work to raise the 
needed funds for this, for it is 
a valuable acquisition for all of 
Connecticut. 


Our guest speaker, Mr. Herbert 
Hiller, Director of Operations at 
the Conservancy's National Office 
in Washington, was then introduced 
by Mr. Clark. Mr. Hiller commended 
the Connecticut Chapter on its 
achievements and then went on to 
describe two of the most exciting 
acquisitions being handled by the 
National Office: Kipahulu, in 
Hawaii and Blowing Rocks, in Flo- 
rida. Among the supporters for 
these projects, too, he added, 
can be found some Connecticut names. 


He then noted that increased 
effectiveness can be provided by a 
national organization to those 
interested in helping to preserve 
Natural Areas: This can be help 
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THE CONNECTICUT CHAPTER ELECTS 


At the Annual Meeting of the 
Connecticut Chapter on October 19th, 
held at the Bartlett Arboretum in 
Stamford, the Chapter members re- 
elected Charles A. Clark, of Old 
Greenwich as Chairman, Thomas Gaines, 
of Stamford as Secretary, and 
Garrett Nevius, of Farmington as 
Treasurer. Newly elected as Vice 
Chairman was Philip Smith, of Weston, 
Mr. Smith has been involved in a 
Special project of clarifying the 
tax status on our various Connecticut 
tracts. We welcome him on the Board, 


Newly elected trustees to the 
Class of 1968-71 are Henry Beers and 
Richard S. Buck, both of Glastonbury. 
They join the serving trustees Ray- 
mond Benedict, of New Canaan, Dr. 
Arthur Dayton, of Hamden, Robert 
Kunz, of Mystic and Gordon Loery, of 
Morris. Our thanks go to the re- 
tiring trustees: Mrs. Henry Beers, 
of Glastonbury and Alexander Adams, 
of Westport. 


Other members of the Governing 
Board are past Connecticut Chairmen, 
who are: Dr. Richard H. Goodwin, of 
New London; Atty. Richard M. Bowers, 
of Old Mystic; Mrs. Frank E. Egler, 
of Norfolk; and Mrs. Agnew Talcott, 
of Darien. 


Mr. Clark also announced the 
appointment of Dr. William A. Niering 
as Chairman of the Chapter's Scienti- 
fic Advisory Committee. He noted 
that management of the Chapter's 
Preserves was becoming more important 
as more land was acquired. 


(continued on page 4) 


190 MORE ACRES ... (cont.) 


in such areas as legal aid, various 
loan funds, national policies of 
preservation, working together on 
major projects that should be of 
larger than local concern. 


CHAPTER ELECTS ... (cont.) 


Appointed, too, was Miss 
L. George Hundley, of Stamford, 
as Membership Chairman. Handling 
of membership service and records 
is becoming a greater task, com- 
mented Mr. Clark. He then re- 
marked on further improvements 
being made on Chapter operations 
and management - all of which are 
needed to meet the demands of 
our rapidly increasing program. 


A rainy afternoon precluded 
the planned tour of the grounds 
of the Bartlett Arboretum. How- 
ever, Dr. Philip Rusden described 
the work of the Arboretum - now 
under the management of the 
College of Agriculture at the 
University of Connecticut. He 
related the history of the Arbo- 
retum and gave a narrative tour 
of the various botannical in- 
terests on the grounds. 


OAK LEAF DECALS 


Enclosed with this Newsletter 
each member will find an Oak Leaf 
decal - symbol of The Nature 
Conservancy. This may be simply 
applied to you automobile window 
and is one way to make the Conser- 
vancy more known in Connecticut. 


Additional decals are avail- 
able from the Connecticut Chapter 
Office in Stamford at 10¢ each. 


AWARD PRESENTED 


Chapter Chairman Charles 
Clark was awarded the Conservation 
Plaque of the Garden Club of Old 
Greenwich in October. This award 
is given each year for the local 
person who has done the most for 
conservation, 


This event marked two firsts: 
the first time the award has been 
given to a non-member of the Gar- 
den Club, and the first time it 
has been awarded to a man. Congra- 
tulations, Charlie! 
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The Editor invites any comments concerning, 
or articles for, the Chapter Newsletter. 


